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and she could not do so without aiding in the denial of her
own rights and the destruction of her own interests. Upon
that the people of Panama relied in their last attempt, and
they relied upon it with reason."

A most interesting and valuable part of Mr, Boot's expo-
sition is the following concerning the fraudulent character
of the dictator who was ruling Colombia when the Hay-
Bunau-Varilla treaty was rejected:

"In the meantime there had been a curious grafting of
usurpation upon usurpation at Bogota. In 1898 M. A. San-
clamente was elected president, and J. M. Maroquin, vice-
president, of the republic of Colombia, It is true that there
was no freedom of election. Our minister had reported of
a preceding election: 'None but the soldiers, police, anci
employees of the Government voted, thus making the vic-
tory of the Government complete'; but there was a form of
election, and Sanclamente became the only president there
was, and Maroquin the vice-president. Article twenty-four
of the Constitution of 1886 provided:

" 'The vice-president of the republic shall perform the
duties .of the executive office during the temporary absence
of the president. In case of the permanent absence of the
president, the vice-president shall occupy the office of the
president during the balance of the time for which he was
elected.'

"On July 31,1900, the vice-president, Maroquin, executed
a coup d'etat, by seizing the person of the president, San-
clamente, and imprisoning him at a place a few miles out-
side of Bogota, Maroquin thereupon declared himself pos-
sessed of the executive power because of the absence of the
president. He then issued a decree that public order was
disturbed, and, upon that ground, assumed to himself legis-
lative power under another provision of the constitution,
which I have already cited. Thenceforth, Maroquin, with-
out the aid of any legislative body, ruled as the supreme
executive, legislative, civil, and military authority in the
so-called republic of Colombia. The absence of Sancla-